MARINE WING SUPPORT SQUADRON 273 
FAMILY READINESS POLICY STATEMENT

[image: LTCOL KOHMUENCH, WILLIAM]Family readiness is a combat multiplier!  Family Readiness is the ability of the individual Sweathog and their family to successfully balance life, career and mission events.  Both the Marine Corps and I define “family” as all members of a Sweathog’s family.  Marines and Sailors have three families:  the family they are born into; the family they are sworn into; and the family they are married into… Family Readiness includes Single Sweathogs, too!  MWSS 273 will provide support to all Marines and Sailors - and their spouses, children, wards, and designated parents/extended family. 
The goal of the Sweathog Family Readiness program is to provide resource information, training, and support services to enhance Sweathogs’ personal and family readiness. Our Marines and Sailors must ensure their personal and family affairs are in order so that they remain fully focused on the mission, whether in garrison or in combat.  A ready Sweathog and family:
· Are prepared for family separations and life events.
· Understand the additional responsibilities that will fall on the family when the Sweathog deploys.
· Are knowledgeable of and able to utilize information about benefits, entitlements, programs, and services provided through the Department of Defense, the Marine Corps, and the community.
· Are knowledgeable of command structure and resources available to assist and contribute to personal and family readiness goals. 
While the individual Marine is responsible and accountable for his personal and family readiness, the Unit Family Readiness Program is my responsibility.  I use MCCS to support both the individual Marine and their family and the Unit Family Readiness Program.  The Sweathogs have a full-time Family Readiness Officer (FRO), Derrick Wells, ready to assist you in any way possible.  Derrick has served as the MWSS 273 FRO for over three years and has assisted family members in garrison and during deployments.  Derrick can be reached at derrick.wells@usmc.mil and (843) 228-8306 (office) or (843) 476-3031 (cell).
Also, two useful resources are available on the internet.  First, www.mccssc.com is the official Beaufort area Marine Corps Community Services (MCCS) website which contains support program and activity information for Marines and their families.  Second, Military OneSource at www.militaryonesource.com is a ‘one stop shopping’ website that contains information on everything from education to healthcare.  Military OneSource is also available by phone 24 hours a day at (800) 342-9657.  Finally, please visit the Squadron Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/245781422113192/.
Know that I am absolutely committed to our Single Marine and Family Readiness Programs, and I will do everything in my power to ensure that you enjoy the highest quality of life possible while assigned to MWSS 273.
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